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7th June 2006
Marine Bill Consultation Team

Defra – Marine Legislation Division

Area 2E

3-8 Whitehall Place

London SW1A 2HH

Dear Sirs,
Please find below, the response of the Carbon Capture & Storage Association to the Defra Marine Bill Consultation, March 2006.

The Carbon Capture & Storage Association (CCSA) exists to represent the interests of its members in the business of capture and geological storage of carbon dioxide (known as Carbon Capture and Storage, or CCS) as a means of abating atmospheric emissions of carbon dioxide and potentially, as a means of enhancing the production of fossil hydrocarbons. From its base in London the Carbon Capture & Storage Association brings together specialist companies in manufacturing & processing, power generation, engineering & contracting, oil, gas & minerals as well as a wide range of support services to the energy sector such as law, banking, consultancy and project management. The Association is a model for sectoral cooperation in business development and its existence is welcomed by government.

Question 50: Do you have any views on the capture and subsequent storage of carbon dioxide in naturally occurring sub-sea bed geological structures to alleviate the effects and impacts of climate change and ocean acidification?
1.
The Carbon Capture & Storage Association (CCSA) has nothing significant to add to the body of evidence linking CO2 emissions to climate change and ocean acidification.

2.
The continued use of fossil fuel in industry and power generation is a practical necessity that must exist for a number of decades. Therefore, capture and storage of CO2 is essential in the UK and elsewhere in order to contain emissions within safe levels.

3.
The only containment medium that has been proven to be practical and secure is the use of carefully selected underground geological structures.

4.
Sub sea bed geological structures are particularly attractive as they are away from centres of population and there is no likelihood of a local build up of gas in the event of seepage.

5.
In particular, in the UK, offshore geology is well understood and there are specific storage opportunities arising from off-shore oil & gas development.

6.
Off-shore storage of CO2 has been successfully demonstrated at the Sleipner field over the past decade.

7.
Storage of CO2 under the bed of the North Sea presents the UK with the opportunity to become a World leader in a technology that will become widespread and large scale practice everywhere as well as to reach its own greenhouse gas emissions commitments cost effectively.

Question 51: Do you have any views on the creation of fit-for-purpose licensing provisions for the capture and storage of carbon dioxide in naturally occurring sub-sea bed geological structures?
1.
The Carbon Capture & Storage Association welcomes the creation of fit-for-purpose licensing provisions for the capture and storage of carbon dioxide in naturally occurring sub-sea bed geological structures.

2.
It will be essential to the development of commercial CCS investment that a robust licensing procedure is developed that embodies proper standards of environmental integrity, sets clear boundaries of liability and which accommodates a predetermined handover of liability at an appropriate juncture after the closure of the project. This is necessary for the reassurance of both public stakeholders and project participants including investors.

3.
At present it is unclear what regulatory regime will exist in the UK. Such uncertainty presents a barrier to investment. Therefore the CCSA requests that this issue is given urgent consideration.

4.
The CCSA is keen to work with DEFRA and other government departments to help create fit-for-purpose licensing provisions in the earliest possible time frame.
Dr J Chapman

Chief Executive

The Carbon Capture & Storage Association







Page 2

