Opening adress  - British-Norwgian workshop 23. april 2008. London
by vice-chairman K.H. Nørve, Innovation Norway:
Ambassador, Ladies & gentlemen, 

1. Why a British-Norwegian CCS-seminar?
As you are aware, there has been a cooperation on ministerial level for several years. The North Sea Basin Task Force has been in operation for some years and recently the infrastructure study was completed.

As CCS climbs up the golbal agenda it is now natural to step up the activity and extend the knowledge transfer arena between our 2 leading – at least we like to think of us as such -  CCS countries. 

The first workshop was actually arranged 20th June last year when Foundation for Science and Technology hosted an event where the Prime Minister’s state sekretary M. Wetland and –at that time - Tresury’s M. Jacobs meet to discuss positions & policies. 

The outcome of this meeting was in short a confirmation that there is a cross-political agreement in both countries that carbon dioxside emissions should be curtailed – and that the 2 countries has taken slightly different and complementary initiatives. I trust those will be elbaorated over in detail during the day.
To continue this dialogue, CCSA, the Embassy and Innovation Norway agreed to arrange today’s workshop to direct focus on to commercialisation of CCS. 
It’s called Norwegian-British because the cooperation between our 2 countries has delivered good results in the past and the national ambitions are high in both countries. Having said that, it’s important that we are not excluding other nations in these meeting places – it is thus splendid that E.ON is here to bring the continental dimension to this workshop.

2. So, Why is Norway pushing CCS?

It  has been decided by a majority of the Norwegian parliament (Storting) that The Norwegian government shall prepare an action plan by the end of the year on the use of CCS as an international environmental measure. 

The ambition is that Norway shall contribute to speed up the use of CCS on an international basis and Norway intends to play an active part in this development. The key challenge in that respect is to create international acceptance for CCS as a key breakthrough technology with the potential of reducing CO2 emissions by 50% by 2050. 
To deliver on these ambitions it is key that CCS is made commercially interesting, so that capture technology can be installed on a broad basis in different kinds of power stations and other major sources of emissions throughout the world. 
Costs need to be brought down and financial incentives and other means of facilitating the financing of CCS development and deployment must be found.

Discussions are in progress under the Kyoto Protocol on whether CCS should be made part of the Climate Development Mechanism – CDM – due to be decided in December.  Norway is engaged in efforts to include CCS in the CDM and in a climate regime for the future. 
In the case of Europe, it is hugely important that the European Commission has clearly supported CCS as a climate political tool in its Climate and Energy Package of 21.01.08.  However, the Commission has not yet taken a formal stance on the question of CCS in the CDM, and EU member states have split opinions on the subject. Any efforts to promote CCS as a CDM measure rely heavily on active support from the EU. 
It nevertheless remains unclear when the EU can start up its CCS pilot schemes, as the financial incentives are so far not sufficiently strong. It looks as if the member states and the particular industry will need to join forces to provide the main funding. 
The Commission has indicated, however, that recent developments will lead to a renewed proposal on the financing of these pilot schemes. Norway is working on a proposal for the Government to carry the extra costs involved in the introduction of CCS at gas-fired power stations.  The Commission has expressed its understanding for the need for government funding in the case of such projects. 
The message is clear – Norway intends to to be a forerunner and advocate for speeding up the use of CCS as an international environmental measure.

